BSC1020 – Fall 2014

Page | 10

THE BIOLOGY OF HUMANS 

BSC 1020 - Sec. 799 (3 credit hours)
Fall 2014
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA: USF WEB-BASED COURSES

Tampa Campus


Instructor:  
Dr. Johnny El-Rady


Phone:    (813) 974-1590
Email:   
jelrady@usf.edu 



Fax:  
     (813) 974-1614
Office Location:
BSF 212



Campus Mailpoint: ISA 2015
Office Hours: 
Tue 10:30-12 & Thu 12-1:30; Or by appointment – Just email with a few time options and I will get back to you.

Virtual Office Hours:
One-on-one appointments can be scheduled as well
Teaching Assistants:
Mohsen Botlani-Esfahani (mohsenb@mail.usf.edu);

Priyanka Dutta (pdutta@mail.usf.edu);      Kristy Menning (kjspauld@mail.usf.edu); 
Anusha Poosapati (anushap@mail.usf.edu); 
Jia Yuan (jiayuan@mail.usf.edu)


Before proceeding with this course, please note that you must:
1. Have access to reliable, high-speed internet service, and a reliable computer
2. Be able to purchase on-line, a one-time use access code, using a credit or debit card
We will use Canvas (http://usflearn.instructure.com/) for taking quizzes; submitting assignments; posting messages; posting grades; e-mail communication; and other vital information. Students must activate their NetID’s in order to use Canvas. For more information about getting your NetID activated, please visit https://netid.usf.edu/una/
E-mail: Each student has a USF e-mail address. It is vital that you maintain an active USF e-mail account and that you check it often. Your USF e-mail is the only way we have to communicate with you! We cannot add your personal e-mail to Canvas; however, you can forward your USF e-mail to your personal account. Follow the instructions at https://netid.usf.edu/una/

“FIRST DAY” MANDATORY ATTENDANCE POLICY
There are no class meetings for this course, however, USF’s first day attendance policy still applies. You’ll check in by logging in to the course, reading the syllabus and certifying that you understand its main components. You then have to take a 1-question quiz by 2 PM on Wednesday, August 27. If you have not done so by the deadline, you will be dropped from the course. 

I will post a PowerPoint lecture that summarizes the course design and expectations. That should be enough for you to get a sense of what’s in store for you in the course and for the attendance “check-in”. However, it will be your responsibility to read the syllabus thoroughly to familiarize yourself with the specific course logistics and requirements. Indeed, there will be a short extra-credit quiz on the syllabus. (More information will be provided later in this document, so read on!)
Course Format

Students are responsible for accessing the Canvas site for course materials, assignment handouts, multimedia presentations, practice quizzes, messages and announcements. Canvas will also be used to submit the assignments and take graded quizzes.

The course is organized into eleven major units. The first unit covers chapter 1 of the textbook. The other ten units cover 2-3 chapters each.

Instructional Strategies: PowerPoint presentation handouts will be posted for each covered chapter. Required readings will be assigned from the textbook and, occasionally, from supplemental websites. Videos and interactive multimedia (available through Canvas) will enhance the course. 

Course Textbook
Textbook:  The Biology of Humans, a customized book for USF, based on the text Campbell's Essential Biology with Physiology (4e) by Eric J. Simon, Jean L. Dickey, and Jane B. Reece (Pearson). The customized text is available as a hard copy and an eBook.

Purchase Options:
1.
Book & access code for the Canvas course is available as a package at the bookstores that service USF.  ISBN:  125693755X
2.
First-time users can purchase access to course material directly on line through Canvas. 
Note:
You can purchase access to the course with or without the eBook.

When you log into the Canvas course, you will see an ANNOUNCEMENT that has a button that says START HERE.  You must click on it and login to the content with the Pearson Login name & Password (First time users must redeem their access code found on the card that accompanies their textbook OR purchase access on the site if a new textbook package wasn’t purchased) When you have either redeemed your access card OR purchased access you will have created your login & password.  Once logged in - during that session, you will not have to login again.  You can click and use all of the assets in the course.  

If you need any technical assistance with the textbook course material, please go to:  http://247pearsoned.custhelp.com
• Email and live chat support are available here 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  
• Each contact is assigned a case number.  Please keep track of the case number you 
are assigned inorder to reference it if needed with phone support.  

• Phone support is available by calling 800-677-6337 Monday – Friday 8 am to 8 pm 
and Sunday from 5pm to 12 am (midnight).


Course Objectives

“This course is part of the University of South Florida’s Foundations of Knowledge and Learning Core Curriculum. It is certified for Life Sciences and for the following dimensions: Critical Thinking, Inquiry-based learning, scientific process, and information literacy.”

The course is intended for non-science majors. It is designed to study the principles and applications of human biology.

1) Students will understand scientific inquiry as it has been and continues to be practiced. 
2) Students will understand the basic cellular structure, function and importance for life. 
3) Students will comprehend the basics of human inheritance at the molecular and organismal levels. 
4) Students will learn the basic structure, function and interrelationship of the human body systems. 
5) Students will develop an understanding of various human diseases, their modes of acquisition, and their effects on human health. 
6) Students will develop an understanding of biotechnology and its role from a human perspective. 


Course Topics

The course is divided into eleven units (A-K). Unit A serves as an introduction to the course. The remaining units offer a comprehensive view of biology as it pertains to humans. 
Unit A: Biology Today – Chapter 1 in the textbook
Major topics: Properties and scope of life; Evolution (biology’s unifying theme); the process of science, including hypotheses and theories; science vs. pseudoscience
Unit B: Molecules of Life – Chapters 2 and 3 in the textbook
Major topics: Basic chemistry, including elements & compounds, atoms and molecules, bonds and reactions; properties of water; large biological molecules that are essential for life
Unit C: Cells R Us – Chapters 4 and 5 in the textbook 
Major topics: Structure and function of cells; how diseases affect cells; targets of antibiotics; how cells use energy and enzymes to work; structure of membranes; cellular transport, including passive vs. active transport and endocytosis vs. exocytosis
Unit D: The Sunny Side of Life – Chapters 6 and 7 in the textbook 
Major topics: Energy flow; chemical cycling; cellular respiration (aerobic harvesting of food energy); fermentation (anaerobic harvesting of food energy); photosynthesis
Unit E: Mitosis, Meiosis, Mendel, Oh My! – Chapters 8 and 9 in the textbook 
Major topics: Cell division; the cell cycle; mitosis; cancer; meiosis; sexual reproduction; patterns of inheritance; rules of probability; pedigrees; the chromosomal basis of inheritance
Unit F: You Say DNA, I Say RNA, We All Say Proteins! – Chapters 10-12 in the textbook
Major topics: DNA structure and replication; the central dogma of molecular biology; noncellular infectious agents; regulation of gene expression; cloning; cancer genetics; recombinant DNA technology; DNA profiling; genomics and proteomics; GMOs; gene therapy 
Unit G: The Evolution Revolution – Chapters 13 and 14 in the textbook

Major topics: Charles Darwin and The Origin of Species; the evidence for evolution; the mechanisms of evolution; microevolution vs. macroevolution; the mechanisms and tempo of speciation; the evolution of biological novelty; classification and phylogeny 

Unit H: Biodiversity and Me – Chapters 15-17 in the textbook

Major topics: Major episodes in the history of life; the origin of life; prokaryotes, including Bacteria and Archaea; the origin of eukaryotes; protists, including protozoa and algae; fungi; origins of animals; major vertebrate groups; human ancestry

Unit I: I Eat, I Bleed, I Breathe, Therefore I Am! – Chapters 21-23 in the textbook

Major topics: Structural organization of animals; regulating the internal environment; overview of animal nutrition; the human digestive system; human nutritional requirements and disorders; the human cardiovascular system; the human respiratory system
Unit J: The Biology of Sex – Chapters 25 and 26 in the textbook

Major topics: Hormones; the human endocrine system; sexual vs. asexual reproduction; male and female reproductive anatomy; human development; reproductive health, including contraception and STDs; reproductive technologies, including infertility and in vitro fertilization

Unit K: How I Interact With My Environment – Chapters 24 and 27 in the textbook

Major topics: The human immune system, including innate and adaptive defenses; immune disorders, including allergies, autoimmunity, and AIDS; the human nervous system; the senses; the human motor systems, including the skeletal and muscular systems


GRADE DETERMINATION
I will make every effort to grade this course objectively and fairly.  Your grade will be based on examinations (33.33%), quizzes (25%), course assignments (31.67%) and reflection papers (10%). Each of the 11 units will have its own quiz, assignments and reflection paper. However, the lowest 2-3 of each of the sets of requirements will be dropped. (More on this later) 

	Best two on-campus examinations
	  300 points (150 each)

	Best 9 quizzes
	  225 points (25 each)

	Best 9 homework assignments
	  225 points (25 each)

	Best 6 “Process of Science” activities
	    60 points (10 each)

	Best 9 Reflection papers
	    90 points (10 each)

	                                               TOTAL
	  900 points



The El-Rady plus/minus system will be used (It is 2% points MORE generous than the one proposed by USF). You will be guaranteed the following letter grade in the course if you accumulate the total number of points indicated for that grade. 

A+ =  864-900 (96%+)     ;    A = 810-863 (90%+)    ;    A– = 792-809 (88%+)

B+ =  756-791 (84%+)     ;    B = 720-755 (80%+)    ;    B– = 702-719 (78%+)

C+ =  666-701 (74%+)     ;    C = 630-665 (70%+)    ;    C– = 612-629 (68%+)

D+ =  576-611 (64%+)     ;    D = 540-575 (60%+)    ;    D– = 522-539 (58%+)





             F ≤ 521 (≤ 57%)    

Examinations


The three on-campus exams are multiple-choice and independent of one another. Each will consist of 50 questions, including 10 True/False.
	Exam
	Date
	Time 
	Location
	Study Material

	    I
	Sat, Sep. 27
	11 AM-12:15 PM
	ISA 1051/1061
	Units A-D

	    II
	Sat, Oct. 25
	11 AM-12:15 PM
	ISA 1051/1061
	Units E-G

	   III
	Sun, Dec. 7
	12:30-2:00 PM
	ISA 1051/1061
	Units I-K


Note: 1) Unit H will NOT be on any exam; 2) Your lowest exam score will be dropped; and 

           3) You will be provided with a detailed Study Guide a few weeks before each exam.  

These exams are proctored and must be taken on the above dates. If you live within an hour or so of USF, you can take the exam on the Tampa campus. 
If you cannot be on campus on those dates, then it is your responsibility to arrange for another testing location. Check the list available through the NCTA Consortium of College Testing Centers (http://www.ncta-testing.org/cctc/). College Testing Centers may assess a fee for testing. In addition, some of them may not be open on weekends. Other acceptable proctors include public librarians. Please note that your testing center or proctor must be approved in advance by your course instructor. So, if you will be taking the exam off-campus, you need to contact me no later than the end of Week 3. 
Bring a #2 pencil, and your student ID to each exam (scantron sheets will be provided). If you are found cheating you will automatically receive a grade of "FF" for the course. This grade denotes "failure due to cheating", and becomes a permanent part of your transcript. (“FF” grades cannot be removed by grade forgiveness). Please see the Undergraduate Catalog – pages 43-47 – http://ugs.usf.edu/pdf/cat1314/08ACADEMICPOL.pdf – for the sections on "Violations of Academic Integrity” and "Violations and Sanctions for Undergraduate Students." 
Exam grades will be posted on Canvas.  All questions regarding the grading of exams should be directed to me within one week after the posting of grades – after this period, no exam grade will be changed.  
Note:  I welcome and encourage legitimate inquiries concerning the grading of specific questions on exams.  However, please do not come to my office “fishing” for points.  For example, you are 2 points from a higher letter grade and come in to question each and every lost point hoping that you might be lucky and get those 2 points.

I will retain questionnaires for only two weeks after the date of the exam. Scantron sheets, however, will be retained for a period of 60 days from the date of the final examination.  Final grades not disputed within 60 days from their assignment will be considered final and no grievance may be filed.


Quizzes

After completing the reading and studying the lecture notes for each unit, there will be a quiz to test your knowledge of the material. The quizzes can be accessed by clicking on “Modules” or “Quizzes” in the menu on the main page.
Each quiz will have a total of 25 questions, and will be worth 25 points. You have 40 minutes for each quiz. You will only be able to take each quiz one time…no “do-overs”! So please make sure you are prepared.
There will be a total of 11 quizzes, one for each unit. However, your lowest two quiz scores will be dropped. The quizzes have to be taken in order. In other words, you have to finish the quiz for Unit A before you can take that of Unit B. 

The quiz questions are typically multiple choice. However, they may include true/false, matching, and fill-in-the-blank. They are randomly generated from test banks, so each student will receive a different quiz – different questions in a different order.

If you are working from a non-USF computer, you should check the compatibility of your computer’s browser settings before you start. Otherwise, you may not be able to view everything we post in Canvas, and you may also experience communication problems during quizzes. Contact the USF IT Help Desk at 813-974-1222 in Tampa, or 1-866-974-1222 statewide, or e-mail help@usf.edu for assistance with this. 
“Computer problems” are not an acceptable reason for failing to complete a quiz by its deadline or within its time limit. You must take quizzes from a reliable computer with a reliable internet connection. Take them well ahead of the deadlines to avoid last-minute issues.

When you are ready to take your quizzes you need to plan for a minimum of 40 minutes of uninterrupted time. Once you click on the link to a quiz, you must complete it: the timer begins running and will not stop until you hit the “Submit” button. You cannot log out and come back to it later. When taking quizzes, it is important that you be free from interruptions. “My cat walked across my keyboard and froze my computer” or “I had to leave the quiz to go discipline my children” or “I got a phone call that took longer than I thought” are not acceptable reasons for exceeding a quiz time limit.

If you lose your connection to Canvas during a quiz for any reason, log back in and re-access the quiz immediately! As long as you have not submitted the quiz, you can open it back up again. You are not locked out. However, if you have not been saving your work (by periodically hitting the “Save” button), you may have to re-enter your answers. E-mail the instructor or the TA immediately if you have connection problems, but continue with the quiz. Remember that the timer is still running!

Each quiz is timed and must be completed all at once and in the 40 minutes allotted. You cannot log out of a quiz and come back to it later. Once you click on the link to a quiz, the timer starts running and keeps running until you hit “Submit,” even if you’ve done nothing, or log out, or lose your internet connection.

• You must take quizzes on a computer with high speed internet access. If you do not have one, visit your local library or use a computer on the USF campus nearest you. Slow response from internet access will NOT be an acceptable excuse for failing to finish a quiz in the time allotted.

• If you exceed the time allowed for a quiz, you will not receive credit for it, even if you go

over by only 1 second. Time management of quizzes is the student’s responsibility.

Once you have hit the “Submit” button, Canvas can take several minutes to process and

score your quiz. This processing time is already built into the total time allowed for each quiz.
• Never wait for the last minute to submit a quiz: you will almost always exceed the time allowed, and you may not get it with certain browsers. 

Quizzes are to be taken without notes, books, web sites, input from other students, or any other outside assistance. Treat each quiz as though you were taking it in a regular classroom setting. It will be up to your personal sense of honor and ethics to abide by these rules, but please be aware that we can see in Canvas if you have had the e-book while you were taking a quiz. Evidence of cheating may result in a grade of “FF” for the course.
Canvas features, such as the quiz timer, may not work with some internet browsers. It is best to use Mozilla Firefox or Apple Safari v. 8 or higher as your internet browser to take the quizzes. Note that there may be some unresolved compatibility problems between Canvas and Internet Explorer v. 8 or higher, so please try to avoid IE when taking quizzes. Computers on campus are all Canvas compatible, and any student may use the Library or on-campus computer labs to take quizzes. Just make sure you confirm the hours they are available.

When taking a quiz, you should have only that browser window open! If you switch between windows or click on others, that may cause your computer to freeze. 

The quizzes for each unit must be completed by the dates indicated in Table 1 (see below)
Once you have completed a quiz, you will not be able to access it again. There are no “do-overs” or second attempts allowed on quizzes. Once the deadline for completing a quiz has passed, the link for the quiz will no longer be available. If you have not completed the quiz by that time, you will receive a score of 0 for it.


Homework Assignments
Each unit contains a homework assignment that is based on the material covered in that unit. The homeworks will be available in the “Course Content” folder from the main page menu.

Each homework is worth 25 points, and consists of several open-ended questions. Some require you to use the internet to research and describe certain diseases/organisms etc., while other questions are based on a short movie or article that is available online. Other types of questions include, but are not limited to, problems, scenarios, and compare and contrast discussions. 
All homeworks will be submitted via Turnitin, an online plagiarism prevention and detection service in Canvas. In order to comply with federal (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act – FERPA) and state privacy laws, you are not required to include personal identifying information such as your name and/or U# in the body of the work (text) or in the name of the file prior to posting it on Canvas.  Your submission will be automatically placed in the course grade center in your account that can be accessed by your instructor and TA.

All work submitted will be added to a database of papers. Basically, this service compares your paper with Internet webpages, articles in databases, and all papers previously submitted from this university or any other university or college. Turnitin then either confirms the originality of your work or gives the source of plagiarism. In cases of detected plagiarism, the homework and supporting evidence will be handled in compliance with the penalties listed in the Undergraduate Catalog. (Note: The USF policy on Academic Integrity is also available in the Student Handbook, which can be found at http://www.sa.usf.edu/handbook/USF_Student_Handbook.pdf) 

There will be a total of 11 homeworks, one for each unit. However, your lowest two scores will be dropped. The homeworks have to be taken in order. In other words, you have to finish the homework for Unit A before you can submit that of Unit B. 
The homeworks must be completed by the dates indicated in Table 1 (later in the syllabus).

The Process of Science Assignments
Nine of the 11 units will contain a Process of Science activity that is based on the material covered in that unit. These assignments will be available in the “Course Content” folder from the main page menu.

Each Process of Science assignment is worth 10 points, and consists of several open-ended questions. These assignments provide real-world examples of how the scientific method is used or applied. Some of these questions can be found in your book at the end of certain chapters. 

These activities will be submitted via Turnitin by the dates indicated in Table 1 (see below). 
There will be a total of 9 Process of Science assignments. However, your lowest three scores will be dropped. 


Reflection Papers
For each unit, you are required to write a reflection paper. This consists of summaries of each chapter in that unit. (The write-up for Unit A will be based on only a single chapter – # 1) You should also include a paragraph or two in which you relate the chapter to YOU: your major, career goals, interests, or personal lives.  
The lengths of these papers should run two full pages (double-spaced, 1¼ inch margins, size 12 font).  In some chapters, the PowerPoint lectures may include material that is not in the text. In such cases, your summaries should reflect also what was covered in these handouts.  Units should be summarized in paragraph-form, not numbered or bulleted.  
These papers should also be in your own words. Please DON’T plagiarize the textbook or other sources. Each Reflection Paper is worth 10 points. The papers will be graded mainly on the following criteria: your ability to synthesize the course unit material, personalize it and adapt it to your specific needs.  

Potentially, 11 reflection papers have to be submitted via Turnitin, by the dates indicated in Table 1. However, your lowest two scores will be dropped. 

Table 1. Deadlines for Course Assignments

	Unit/Title


	Quiz
	Process of Science, Homework, AND 

Personal Reflections

	A 


	Biology Today
	Tuesday, Sep. 2
@ 8:00 PM
	Tuesday, Sep. 2
@ 8:00 PM

	B 


	Molecules of Life


	Tuesday, Sep. 9
@ 8:00 PM
	Tuesday, Sep. 9
@ 8:00 PM

	C 


	Cells R Us


	Wednesday, Sep. 17
@ 8:00 PM
	Wednesday, Sep. 17
@ 8:00 PM

	D 
	The Sunny Side of Life


	Thursday, Sep. 25
@ 8:00 PM
	Thursday, Sep. 25
@ 8:00 PM

	E 
	Mitosis, Meiosis, Mendel,

Oh My!
	Tuesday, Oct. 7
@ 8:00 PM
	Tuesday, Oct. 7
@ 8:00 PM

	F 
	You Say DNA, I Say RNA, 

We All Say Proteins! 
	Thursday, Oct. 16
@ 8:00 PM
	Thursday, Oct. 16
@ 8:00 PM

	G 
	The Evolution Revolution

 
	Thursday, Oct. 23
@ 8:00 PM
	Thursday, Oct. 23
@ 8:00 PM

	H 
	Biodiversity and Me


	Wednesday, Nov. 5
@ 8:00 PM
	Wednesday, Nov. 5
@ 8:00 PM

	I 
	I Eat, I Bleed, I Breathe, Therefore I Am! 
	Saturday, Nov. 15
@ 8:00 PM
	Saturday, Nov. 15
@ 8:00 PM

	J 
	The Biology of Sex


	Tuesday, Nov. 25
@ 8:00 PM
	Tuesday, Nov. 25
@ 8:00 PM

	K 


	How I Interact With My Environment 
	Friday, Dec. 5
@ 8:00 PM
	Friday, Dec. 5
@ 8:00 PM




Miscellaneous issues:
● To check your quiz and assignment scores at any time, log in to Canvas, and click on “Grades” in the menubar on the left. If you believe you completed a quiz or an assignment but do not see a score or symbol posted in the gradebook, contact me or your TA immediately. 
● Points will be deducted from written assignments for mechanical problems such as:
- speling mistakes

- the use of of repeated words

- grammatical errors you might have make 


So please make sure you proof-read before submitting!
● It is permissible to work ahead. So, you do not have to wait until the day when the deadline of the assignment is due to turn it in. As long as you are prepared, you are encouraged to take quizzes and submit assignments early. You can then move onto the next unit. However, I will not make the units accessible all at once. This ensures that the majority of class is working on the same several units at the same time, and will make it easier for me and TAs to focus our attention and assistance.
● Please note that your dropped grades CANNOT all come from the same unit. This is to ensure that a student does not “neglect” a particular unit and simply drop the entire material in that unit. In other words, your point total for the entire course will have to include at least one graded assignment (Quiz, Process of Science Activity, Homework, Reflective Essay) from each unit.


Policy on Late Assignments and Make-Up Exams

The Department of Cell Biology, Microbiology, and Molecular Biology (CMMB) does not allow make-up exams or late assignments except for students in special circumstances and at the discretion of the instructor. These circumstances include: (1) death or illness in the student's family or of a friend; (2) illness of the student; (3) participation in a university sponsored activity at the time of a regularly scheduled examination; (4) jury duty. 
Make-ups on exam or assignments will not be granted for personal convenience or travel or because of “confusion about deadlines”.
Moreover, make-up exams and late assignment submissions will be granted only if circumstances are documented. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor within 24 hours and to provide appropriate documentation no later than one week from the scheduled date of the exam or deadline of the assignment.  Examples of appropriate documentation include doctor’s notes, hospital admissions papers, published obituaries, etc. with dates that indicate a student’s inability to complete a quiz or assignment on or near its deadline. No quiz or assignment make-ups will be allowed beyond two weeks past a published deadline.

Please note also that make-up examinations will be largely “subjective” including definitions, fill-in-the-blanks, etc.
Students who anticipate the necessity of missing assignments due to a major religious observance must provide notice of the date(s) to the instructor, in writing, at least two weeks in advance of any work that will be missed as a result of the observance.

Student Disability Services Statement

If you are a student with special needs because of any kind of disability, please feel free to meet with me privately during the first week of class to discuss accommodations. You must bring a current Memorandum of Accommodations from the Office of Students with Disabilities Services (SDS), which is prerequisite for receiving accommodations.

Accommodated examinations through the SDS office require two weeks notice. All course documents are available in alternate format if requested in the student's Memorandum of Accommodations. More information can be found at http://www.sds.usf.edu/

“I” and “S/U” Grading Option

This course will strictly abide by Departmental/College of Arts and Sciences policies regarding "I" (Incomplete) and “S/U” grades.  An “I” grade can only be given if a small portion of the course work is missing and the student is otherwise passing.  A form must be filled by both the student and instructor prior to turning in the final course grades.  
This is an “S/U Option” course, and may be taken for S/U (Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory) grading, rather than a regular letter grade. Check with your academic advisor before utilizing this option. 
“S-U” grades must be negotiated in writing within the first three weeks of the semester. The form can be obtained via the Office of Undergraduate studies at http://www.cas.usf.edu/students/ug/forms/ 
See the Undergraduate Catalog pages 32-33 for more details on both the “I” and “S/U” grades: http://ugs.usf.edu/pdf/cat1314/08ACADEMICPOL.pdf

So What Exactly Does Each Chapter Contain?

Inside “Modules,” you will find a folder for each of the course units (A-J). Each folder will contain 

the chapter(s) for the unit, which will have a variety of study and practice material, including:

• the PowerPoint lecture (in both PPT and PDF format) 

• a Reading quiz, which will help you create a personalized study plan
• a number of Activities and Animations, to help you focus your learning
• Practice Quizzes, to help test your knowledge of the content of the chapter
A separate folder for each of the course units (A-J) will contain the assessments, including:

• the graded quiz 
• the three assignments (Process of Science; Homework, and Reflection Paper) 

• the Turnitin links to submit the assignments
I strongly recommend that you work through all of the practice material for each chapter before you take the graded quiz for that unit. Indeed, the majority of the questions in the graded quiz will come straight from the practice quiz and/or be slight variations thereof. 

Also, please note that you are NOT responsible for all of the material in a few of the chapters. 

To help you focus your studies, I have created Table 2.

Table 2. Textbook Sections You are Responsible For

	Chapter
	Pages
	Self-Quiz 



	1
	Introduction: Biology Today
	All
	All

	2
	Essential Chemistry for Biology
	All
	All

	3 
	The Molecules of Life
	All
	All

	4 
	A Tour of the Cell
	All
	All

	5
	The Working Cell
	All
	All

	6
	Cellular Respiration: Obtaining Energy

from Food
	All
	All

	7
	Photosynthesis: Using Light to Make Food
	106-115
	1-7 and 10

	8
	Cellular Reproduction: Cells from Cells
	All
	All

	9
	Patterns of Inheritance
	144-162 and 

165-167
	1-4, 6-8, 10-14,

16, and 17

	10
	The Structure and Function of DNA
	All
	All

	11
	How Genes Are Controlled
	200 and 202-215
	1 and 3-12

	12 
	DNA Technology
	224 and 226-229
	4-8

	13
	How Populations Evolve
	242-255 and

260-265
	1 and 5-10

	14
	How Biological Diversity Evolves
	268-279 and

285-289
	2-8 and 10

	15
	The Evolution of Microbial Life
	All
	All

	16
	Plants, Fungi, and the Move onto Land
	314-317 and

327-332
	4 and 11

	17 
	The Evolution of Animals
	336-340 and

354-367
	1 and 4-9

	21
	Unifying Concepts of Animal Structure

and Function
	All
	All

	22
	Nutrition and Digestion
	All
	All

	23
	Circulation and Respiration
	All
	2-7 and 9-11

	24
	The Body’s Defenses
	All
	All

	25
	Hormones
	All
	All

	26
	Reproduction and Development
	All
	All

	27
	Nervous, Sensory, and Motor Systems
	All
	1-5, 7-8 and 10-12


Help in This Course

Email: Please do not hesitate to contact the instructor and TAs at any time by Canvas email if you have questions or concerns regarding the course material or activities. I will do my best to answer your email within 24-48 hours.

Office Hours: I have face-to-face office hours on campus on Tue 10:30-12 and Thu 12-1:30. 
I am also available by appointment. You can schedule a meeting with me, either on campus, or virtually through Canvas. We can use a platform called Blackboard Collaborate. Please email me if you are interested, and I will provide you with more details.  

Discussion Boards: I will create a discussion board which you can use to ask and answer questions about the chapter content. You can post anonymously. However, you CANNOT solicit answers to any written assignments; such as Process of Science, Homework, etc. Honor-code is at work! 

I encourage you to answer each others' questions. ("You never learn until you teach!")

The TAs and I will check the site on a regular basis and answer questions that have been left unattended for a while.

A Few Important Tips for Success in This Course

A. The first tip for succeeding in this course is to make it a priority. Biology may not be your major or even your interest, but if you put this course at the bottom of your priority list, you will have trouble learning the material and your grade will reflect it. The biggest cause for lack of success in this course, or in any online course, is procrastination. Don’t try to do all the work for a unit in one or two days. Set aside regular time each week, a little each day, to go over the PPT lectures, read the textbook, work through study materials, and

take the practice quizzes. 
B. Waiting until the day of the deadlines to take the quizzes or to complete the unit assignments is a very bad strategy. You will not be giving yourself enough time to learn the

material. Students who are most successful in this course are those who work ahead and who take the quizzes and submit the assignments well before their deadlines.

C. Look for study partners. I have created a Discussion Board for this purpose. Other students can help you study, answer your questions, and remind you of upcoming deadlines. And it's also nice to just chat with someone who knows exactly what you're going through.
D. If you’re struggling with any aspect of the course, contact me or the TAs immediately.
Enough said!

Academic Honesty

All work in this course must be completed by the individual student. No credit will be given for any duplicated or plagiarized work, or for quizzes on which a student has violated quiz-taking policies. Students who turn in work that is in violation of these requirements will be subject to review by the University's Policies on Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism and may result in failure of this course (as indicated earlier)
Extra Credit Activities
You will have a chance to earn up to 30 extra credit points (or 3.33% of your grade). These points will be added to your point total and could very well be the difference between consecutive letter grades. For example, say you earned a total of 778 points on your exams, quizzes and assignments; then your course grade would be 86.4% or a B+. But if you also earned only 20 of those available extra-credit points, your total would be 798 points, or 88.6%, an A-. 

There will be two extra-credit activities:

1) A short quiz on the syllabus (10 points) 

This quiz will be available in the Syllabus module on Canvas. It must be completed by Tuesday, September 2nd at 8:00 PM. No exceptions.
2) A small “portfolio” (20 points) 

This consists of a collection of cartoons and advertisements that are related to Biology (no kiddin’)! It is due by Friday, December 5th at 11:59 PM. It will be described in a separate handout later.

You have a big opportunity to start and finish the course with a bang! Take advantage.

Netiquette
Please review the rules of behavior/communication for this course, and act accordingly:


1. First, and foremost, please note that standards of courtesy and respect must be maintained at all times in this online course. This is still a “classroom” setting and a place for intelligent and respectful airing of ideas. Name calling and personal attacks will not be tolerated. 


2. Email and discussion boards are only for course-related material. Please do not use them for personal messages or business matters.

3. Use only your official USF e-mail account when communicating with me or the TA. Please identify yourself clearly, and include a salutation and a relevant subject line. I teach multiple classes each semester so be sure to include the course AND section you are in.


4. When posting to the discussion board, please avoid sarcasm. Also, respect the privacy of others by avoiding copying, quoting or forwarding students’ posts or emails.


Dates to Remember

• The due dates/times of all assignments (
• Saturday, November 1
Last day to drop the course and receive a grade of ‘W’ (no refund) 


Disclaimer

The syllabus is a preliminary plan for the class, and as such, it may need to be adjusted. Therefore, I reserve the right to change one or more components of this syllabus. However, any such changes will be announced to students via Canvas. You will be responsible for any such announced change.

BEST OF LUCK AND I HOPE THAT AT THE END OF THIS COURSE, YOU WILL BE ABLE TO LOOK BACK ON IT AS A REWARDING AND USEFUL PART OF YOUR EDUCATION
    Please note that I have posted detailed step-by-step instructions on how to register �and/or purchase the access code. You can find them in the syllabus module in Canvas. 








