SEX AND TODAY’S WORLD

BSC 2035

SPRING 2003

Course Objectives:
This course surveys human reproductive biology from a modern scientific perspective.  It is hoped 

that students will gain from this course:  1) a basic understanding of heredity, and the anatomy and physiology of reproduction, 2) an ability to apply scientific information in evaluating current social and ethical controversies concerning reproduction, and 3) the scientific information needed to make sound personal decisions about sex and reproduction.

Lectures:
MWF 11-11:50 in BSF 100 

Instructor:
Dr. Johnny El-Rady
Office:

SCA 329
Office Hours:
MWF  2-3 and  T 1-2, or by appointment 

Phone:

974-1590
Email: 

jelrady@chuma1.cas.usf.edu 

Textbook:
Biology of Human Reproduction, by Ramon Pinon, Jr.  University Science Books, Sausalito, California (2002).
GENERAL INFORMATION

1.  Grade Determination:
I will make every effort to grade this course objectively and fairly.  There will be three mid-term examinations and a mandatory final exam.  I will drop the lowest of your three mid-term exams.  The grade will be determined in the following manner:

Best two mid-term grades

60 %

Final exam


40 %

Unless a class curve is indicated at the end of the term, the following grade scale will be used for the determination of the course grade: 

A = 90-100%

B = 80-89%

C = 70-79%

D = 60-69%

F < 59%

Please note:

· There is no provision for extra credit or outside work to improve your grade.

· The plus/minus grading system will NOT be used in this course.
2.  Examinations: 

All exams are of the multiple-choice variety. Questions are derived primarily from the lectures, with added questions taken from the assigned readings.  The mid-term exams are independent of one another, with each covering new material.  The final exam is largely comprehensive and includes the material that has not been tested.  
Schedule:
Exam I

Monday, February 10
Exam II

Wednesday, March 19
Exam III

Monday, April 14
FINAL

Monday, April 28 
(10:30-12:30)
You must bring a #2 pencil, and your student ID to each exam (scantron sheets will be provided). If you are found cheating on any exam you will automatically receive a grade of "FF" for the course. This grade denotes "failure due to cheating", and becomes a permanent part of your transcript.
Exam grades will be posted in class.  All questions regarding the grading of exams should be directed to me within one week after the posting of grades -- after this period, no exam grade will be changed.  Note:  I welcome and encourage legitimate inquiries concerning the grading of specific questions on exams.  However, please do not come to my office “fishing” for points.  For example, you are 3 points from a higher letter grade and come in to question each and every lost point hoping that you might be lucky and get those 3 points.

I will retain examinations and scantron sheets for a period of 90 days from the date of the final examination.  Final grades not disputed within 90 days from their assignment will be considered final and no grievance may be filed.

Make-Up Examinations:
If a student misses an exam for whatever reason, that exam will be automatically used as the drop grade.  However, if a student misses an exam for a legitimate reason beyond their control (such as illness, death in the immediate family, jury duty, day of religious observance, etc.), the student can take a make-up exam (if they so choose).  In this case, the student will have to provide me with a written request in addition to appropriate documentation no later than one week from the scheduled date of the exam.  The make-up exam will be largely “subjective” including definitions, fill-in-the-blanks, etc.

To accommodate the needs of students, but at the same time avoiding unacceptable burdens on limited time and resources, sanctioned make-up exams will be given as follows:

Make-Up for Midterm I

Friday, February 14 @ 2 PM  (Room TBA)

Make-Up for Midterm II

Friday, March 21 @ 2 PM  (Room TBA)

Make-Up for Midterm III

Friday, April 18 @ 2 PM  (Room TBA)


Please note that there is no make-up for the final exam.

3.  Attendance: 

There is no attendance requirement for the course.  However, I strongly recommend that you attend regularly as lectures will commonly include material not found in the textbook.  If you miss a class meeting for any reason, you will be held responsible for all material covered and announcements made in your absence.  It will be your responsibility to consult with students in the class concerning what you missed since I will not conduct private tutoring sessions to bring you up-to-date.

If you are going to attend class, please turn off all cell phones.  In addition, try to be on time and remain for the entire period.  Arriving late and/or leaving early is inconsiderate of your colleagues and instructor.  If you must arrive late or leave early, please do so in an unobtrusive way (eg: sit in the back row on an aisle seat).  

4.  Email Accounts:

Every student will be expected to have an email account and to check it regularly.  You were automatically given a USF email account upon registration.  To find out more information about this account, go to http://www.acomp.usf.edu and choose the “E-Mail” tab at the top of the screen.  Messages regarding this class will be sent to that account.  If you have another, preferred account (with AOL, Yahoo, etc.) you are responsible for checking your USF account or forwarding that mail to your preferred account.


Lecture notes will also be emailed to you.  These are not necessarily comprehensive, but they will greatly assist you in following the material during lectures so that you can think more and copy less.  I will assume you have the notes with you when delivering the lectures.
5.  Intellectual Property Policy:


Students are not permitted to take notes or tape lectures for the purpose of sale.

6.  Policy on "Incompletes" and “S/U”:
This course will strictly abide by Departmental/College of Arts and Sciences policies regarding an "I" and “S/U” grades.  An “I” grade can only be given if a small portion of the course work is missing and the student is otherwise passing.  A form must be filled by both the student and instructor prior to turning in the final course grades.  “S-U” grades must be negotiated in writing within the first three weeks of the semester.

7.  Special Accommodations:
If you are a student with special needs because of any kind of a disability, please feel free to come and discuss this with me.  I will gladly work with you to accommodate your particular situation. 

8.  Dates to Remember: 


All exam dates (

Monday, January 20 = 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – Holiday


M-F, March 10-14 = 
Spring Break


Friday, March 21 =
Last day to drop the course and receive a grade of ‘W’
LECTURE SCHEDULE

The sequence of chapters that will be covered is the following:
	Chapter
	Topic

	1
	The Study of Human Reproduction

	2
	Sex, Reproduction and Mutation 

	
	Autosomal and Sex-Linked Inheritance

	
	Biochemical Genetics

	3
	Reproductive Hormones

	4
	Sex Determination and Fetal Sexual Differentiation

	5
	The Ovary: The Ovulatory and Menstrual Cycles

	6
	The Testis and Testicular Function

	11
	Fertilization and Implantation

	12
	Placentation, Parturition and Lactation

	13
	Fetal Loss and Birth Defects

	14
	Disorders of Sexual Development

	15
	Artificial Control of Fertility

	16
	Infertility and Assisted Reproduction

	17
	Sexually Transmitted Diseases


	Chapter
	Topic

	20
	Human Embryo Research

	
	Population Concerns


( Chapters 7 (The Brain and Reproduction), 8 (Puberty), 10 (Aging and Reproduction) and 18 (Cancers of the 

Reproductive Tissues) will be referred to throughout the semester!
NOTE:  I RESERVE THE RIGHT TO CHANGE ANY PORTION OF THIS SYLLABUS. 

HOW TO "SURVIVE" SEX AND TODAY’S WORLD

1.  Read the assignment before coming to class and become familiar with the topics and terminology. The lecture will make more sense if it is not the first time you have heard it. 

2.  Come to class and take good notes. Lectures will expand and clarify what is presented in the text, and may also contain different information. Therefore hearing lectures firsthand is much better than trying to piece the story together from the notes of another student. Rewrite (edit/expand) your notes as soon as possible following each lecture; this will solidify your understanding.
3.  Start studying from the very start! You should plan to spend at least two hours studying for every hour in class. (Budget your time with your other course requirements). Studying smaller portions daily is a much more effective method of learning than attempting to study all the material in one large chunk (i.e. cramming). 

4.  Ask questions! There is no such thing as a "stupid" question, so do not be afraid to speak up. Do not hesitate to interrupt me if you do not understand a word, concept, or if you need further explanation. In addition, if you have difficulty with the material in this course, please see me as soon as possible. 

BEST OF LUCK AND I HOPE THAT
AT THE END OF THIS COURSE,
YOU WILL BE ABLE TO LOOK BACK ON IT
AS A REWARDING AND USEFUL
PART OF YOUR EDUCATION
