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HONORS MAJOR WORKS/MAJOR ISSUES

IDH 4000 – Sec 015
FALL 2013
Course Description:      

The great French scientist Louis Pasteur once said: “The role of the infinitely small in nature is infinitely large!” Simply put, this course will put Pasteur’s quote to the test. We will do so by investigating various topics dealing with microorganisms, including: 1) the history of microbes and how they have affected our history; 2) the impact of microorganisms on various human endeavors, including the fine arts, politics, movies, TV, sports, etc.; and 3) “Microbes: Friends or Foes”, or the microorganisms that we cannot live with, and those that we cannot live without. 

Students will be expected to research these topics in depth, and to be able to participate in their discussion during class. You are asked to be: curious, cooperative, and creative! The end result of the semester would be a “product” that will accomplish two things: 1) Show a gain of knowledge about microorganisms in general, and 2) Provide an educational and useful service to the “community”.

Meetings:
Tuesday 9:30-11:20 in ALN 263
Instructor:
Dr. Johnny El-Rady

Office:

BSF 212
Hours:
Tue 12-1 and Thursday 9:30-11; Or by appointment
Phone:
974-1590

Email:

jelrady@usf.edu 

Textbook:
No textbook is assigned. However, there will be selected readings throughout the semester. Readings may include review articles, primary scientific literature and publications/books on various topics in microbiology.

GENERAL INFORMATION

1.  Grade Determination:

I will make every effort to grade this course objectively and fairly.  There will be no written exams or quizzes in this course. Your grade will be based on the following:


Papers/critiques 


Attendance


Class Participation

Course portfolio


Peer Evaluation


Final “product”

Final letter grades will be based on the following scale:

A = Exceptional!

- Very well-written and thorough portfolio
- Attends on a regular basis

- Outstanding contributor to class discussions
- Showed an excellent grasp of course topics

- Highly rated by peers


B = Very good

- Well-written portfolio
- 1-2 unexcused absences

- Good contributor to class discussions
- Showed a good grasp of course topics

- Good rating by peers

C = Fair


- Overall work falls short of expectations for an Honors student


- 3-4 unexcused absences

- Rarely contributes to class discussions

- Understanding of course topics is less than complete
- Average rating by peers

D = Poor


- Overall work falls FAR short of expectations for an Honors student


- Showed little interest in class discussions

- Understanding of course topics is spotty

- Poor rating by peers

F = Failing!

2.  Attendance: 


Attendance is mandatory. 


If a student has to miss a class for a legitimate reason beyond their control (such as illness, death in the immediate family, jury duty, day of religious observance, university-sanctioned function, etc.), this will be counted as an excused absence. In this case, the student will have to contact me by email or phone within 24 hours of the missed lecture.  
I expect you to be on time and to stay until the end of the meeting.  Three tardinesses (or leaving class early) will be considered one absence. If your class or work schedule requires that you arrive late or leave early, please register for another section.

If you miss a class meeting for any reason, you will be held responsible for all discussions and announcements made in your absence.  It will be your responsibility to consult with students in the class concerning what you missed since I will not conduct private tutoring sessions to bring you up-to-date.

Use of cell phones and beepers in class is DISTRACTING and DISCOURTEOUS. Please turn them off or put them on vibrate mode.  

“Students who anticipate the necessity of being absent from class due to the observation of a major religious observance must provide notice of the date(s) to me, in writing, by the second class meeting.”

3.  Class Participation:

Class participation by every student is imperative. Therefore, you are required to come to class fully prepared to actively engage in class exercises and discussions. I plan to be the “guide on the side’ rather than the “sage on the stage”. I will be primarily a facilitator whose aim is to maximize the learning experience, and to help direct the class, slowly but surely, to a successful “end product”. 
All students will begin the course with a zero grade for participation. You will earn points via meaningful and substantial contributions to the class discussion and “end product”.

Your success in the course will depend upon, among other things, effective teamwork, fact finding and creativity. As such, you will be required to devote a good deal of time and effort outside of class as well.  

4.  Course Portfolio:


Each student is required to prepare a course portfolio. This consists of a compilation of all the assignments for the course, including weekly progress reports, and the end-of-semester peer evaluations. You are also expected to include other material that is pertinent to this course. This portfolio is due at the end of the semester. More information will be provided later.

5.  Group Project:


The group project constitutes the “end product” of the course. All students will receive the same grade. However, that may be adjusted downward (or even upward) for individual students based upon peer evaluations at the end of the semester and/or the instructor’s observations. The details will be discussed later in class.

6.  Incomplete and Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory Grade Policies:


This course will strictly abide by University policies regarding "I" and “S/U” grades.  An “I” grade can only be given if a small portion of the course work is missing and the student is otherwise passing.  A form must be filled by both student and teacher prior to turning in the final grades.  “S-U” grades must be negotiated in writing within the first three weeks of the semester.

NOTE:  I reserve the right to change any portion of this syllabus. 
BEST OF LUCK AND I HOPE THAT AT THE END OF THIS COURSE,

YOU WILL BE ABLE TO LOOK BACK ON IT AS A REWARDING

AND USEFUL PART OF YOUR EDUCATION
